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Opening.
The meeting  started at 7:10 p.m.   Dr. Ginia Pierre after a brief introduction led the assistance to the pledge of allegiance to the Haitian Flag and the Haitian national anthem “La dessalinienne” was sung. The president Dr. Margaret O. Saint-Fleur gave a synopsis of the chapter's history from inception in 1988 to the present and strongly urged others to join the association. The executive committee members introduced themselves and presented their function in the association.  Dr. Yves Manigat, past president of the Central Committee, was introduced to the audience and reiterated to the members the idea of selecting one “executive director” for the chapter's administrative functions.                              
                       
The Early Years.
Dr. L. Sangosse gave a brief historical overview of how and why AMHE, NJ got involved with the School ‘Les Moissonneurs de la Saline’ in Haiti and gave an update on the school after the seism. Pastor Isidor the school principal has been stressing out the urgent need to help him maintain his teaching staff, and to remedy to the partial collapse of the building.     

From Earthquake to the Future
Dr. Altema impelled the physicians to join the organization and support  the school. He also discussed AMHE's special project to rebuild the school. This ambitious enterprise would certainly require significant  funding from external donor either at a private, or at a governmental level.   The goal is to make a state of the arts school that would follow a rigorous and varied curriculum. This establishment would cater to the many needs, interests and aptitude of the students. The campus would encompass: a trade school, a gifted/magnet program, continuing education and a variety of recreational activities. 
There would be on-going training and seminars for teachers.
 Scholarships would also be an integral component of this program. In addition, the school would include a built-in financial mechanism designed to bring enough revenue to self-sustain it partially, if not entirely.  This campus would have an out-patient clinic where vaccination and other primary care would be provided. 
A grant writer has been working on the project and Dr. Altema will keep the association  informed about the progress.                                                        
     
The School Project at a Glance
Pascale Saint-Louis, an architect, gave a detailed projected plan for the new school.   Factors such climate, weather, sun position, cloud cover, population, air quality, and recent tectonic movements will be incorporated into the project. The data was fed into computer models and two locations appear to be most suited: Arcahaie and Cabaret. The “human hand” and its many uses, texture and structure is being used as an inspiration for this architectural project.                                                                                                

 Advocacy for NJ Haitian Physicians
Dr. Ducheine expanded on the personal and professional reasons for being a part of the AMHE-NJ chapter. He mentioned the need to help with the cholera epidemic. He highlighted the cultural ties that bind all of us.  Dr Ducheine also advocated the creation of alliances that would empower  
us economically and  give a greater,  more cohesive voice to negotiate with  the insurance companies. He warned against the dangers of being isolated solo practitioners in light of the current financial climate.                

The New Face of AMHE, New Jersey Chapter                                                                                           
A merit Scholarship was awarded to Ms. Ruth Enriquez nursing student; a check in the amount of $1.000 was presented to her. 
Dr. Jean Anderson Eloy then addressed the audience. He had received scholarships from AMHE for eight consecutive years in the past. He has since become a practicing physician at University of Medicine and Dentistry of NJ in Newark. He is a member of the admission committee and offered advices to those aspiring of studying medicine in the US.   He urged the medical staff to donate their time and skills to Haiti. He spoke on the significance of offering guidance to young Haitians interested in the medical field and the importance of initiating the preparation for the standardized tests early. 
Dr. Fritz Francois a gastroenterologist, assistant professor at NYU, addressed the issue of networking and the importance of having a support system to help young medical student blossom.                                                        

A new Haiti: the Panelists
Dr. Casimir a psychiatrist, reminded the audience that Haitians were not equipped to deal with the catastrophes that have traumatized them. He also stated that the community at large needs to be part of the dialogue and the decision making process. He spoke at length about the psychosocial, societal, and  historical ills that have obstructed the way of progress and offered insights into breaking the cycle.
Dr. Bontemps discussed the efforts put forth into the Medical School in Haiti in the forms of equipments, books have been sent there. He would like others to join AMHE and lend a helping hand in the execution of its numerous tasks. 
Dr. Jackson expressed concern about the lack of participation of the young doctors. She fears that the legacy would not be passed on due to this void.
                                      
All the above presentations were followed by open discussion and the audience warmly participated.

 Closing                                                                         
 Dr. Odler Jeanlouie and Dr. Boucard urged all Haitian doctors to join, they highlighted the yearly activities of the chapter and invited the audience to visit the website. The session ended at 10:30 p.m.
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